
Intersection of Citizenship, Race and Other 
Identities for PhDs in 2023

The estimated number of doctorate recipients with dependents aged 18 or younger is 
19.2 percent. Compared to females, more male PhD recipients in biological and biomedical 
sciences have dependents. However, there are clear disparities across racial, ethnic, and 
citizenship backgrounds.

•  �The estimated age of the U.S. population at the doctorate level is 31.4 median years,  
according to a survey from the National Science Foundation. However, clear disparities 
exist across racial, ethnic, and citizenship backgrounds.

•  �International PhD recipients complete their programs in 5.3 years on average, compared  
to 5.8 years for U.S. citizens.
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*Data on more than one race, other race, and ethnicity not reported are not shown. D = suppressed to avoid disclosure of confidential information.

National Science Foundation 2023 Survey of Earned Doctorates table 8-1, table 8-19

All Fields Science and 
Engineering

Biological and 
Biomedical 
Sciences

40

30

20

10

0

Male Female

18.4
15.6 14.2

20
16.3 12.6

Pe
rc

en
ta

ge
 o

f 2
02

3 
Ph

D
  

Re
ci

pi
en

ts
 in

 A
ll 

Fi
el

ds
 

Hispanic or 
Latino

American 
Indian or 

Alaska Native

Asian Black or 
African 

American

White

60

40

20

0

U.S. Citizens or Permanent Residents

Temporary Visa Holders

U.S. Citizens or Permanent Residents Temporary Visa Holders

19.7
16.7

35.2

0

19.3

30.9
20.6

12.9

41.7

19.6

Hispanic or 
Latino

Hispanic or 
Latino

American 
Indian or 
Alaska 
Native

American 
Indian or 
Alaska 
Native

Asian AsianBlack or 
African 

American

Black or 
African 

American

White White

60

40

20

0

10

8

6

4

2

0

31.9 5.833.3 5.4
36.2 5.8

D D

31 5.835.4 5.831.4 5.8
30.6 5.3

34.3
4.932.3 5.6


